Biographies of Invited Speakers, Members of
International Scientific Advisory Board,
Moderators, Chairs and Panelists
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Doctor
Miranda M.C. van Beers
Dr. Reddy’s Research & Development B.V.,
Leiden, The Netherlands
Miranda van Beers obtained her M.Sc. degree in Chemical
Engineering (Eindhoven University of Technology, the
Netherlands) in 2005. During her Ph.D. research with
Prof. Wim Jiskoot (Leiden University, the Netherlands) and
Prof. Huub Schellekens (Utrecht University, the
Netherlands), she studied the undesired immunogenicity
of therapeutic proteins and their follow-on versions. She
developed a mouse model to assess the immunogenicity
of recombinant human interferon beta, a therapeutic protein that is used to treat
multiple sclerosis. She showed that oxidation and aggregation as well as
adsorption on metal particles increased the undesired immunogenicity of this
therapeutic protein.
After completing her Ph.D. in Pharmaceutical Sciences in 2011, she worked as
a scientist on the downstream processing and analytical method development of
monoclonal antibodies, initially at the Bioprocessing Technology Institute in
Singapore and then at Janssen Biologics B.V. in the Netherlands. In 2015, she
joined Dr. Reddy’s Research and Development B.V. in the Netherlands as a
postdoc working with Prof. Wim Jiskoot. She pioneered the implementation of
novel analytical methods for particulate drug delivery systems, such as liposomes,
microspheres and nano- and microsuspensions, to support their manufacturing
processes.
Since 2017, Dr. van Beers is working as a s cientist at Dr. Reddy’s Research and
Development B.V. on the analytical method development of generic complex
injectables. She has published 10+ scientific papers in international peer-reviewed
journals and has been a poster presenter and invited speaker at numerous
national and international scientific meetings.
beers@drreddys.com
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Professor
Erem Bilensoy
Department of Pharmaceutical Technology,
Hacettepe University Faculty of Pharmacy
Ankara, Turkey
Erem Bilensoy Ph.D. is a full professor of pharmaceutical
technology. She graduated from Hacettepe University
Faculty of Pharmacy in 1992 and obtained her double
Ph.D. degree with a co-tutelle thesis between Université
Paris-Sud, France and Hacettepe University in 2002
under the supervisions of Dominique Duchene and Atilla
Hıncal on the evaluation of amphiphilic ß-cyclodextrins
modified on the primary face as novel excipients in the preparation of nanospheres
and nanocapsules. She has received full professor position in 2013 from
Hacettepe University Faculty of Pharmacy Department of Pharmaceutical
Technology. She is the author of more than 70 scientific articles, 15 international
book chapters. She has given several invited lectures, oral and poster
presentations receiving more than 1400 citations with a current H-index of 22.
Erem Bilensoy is the Editor of the book “Cyclodextrins in the Field of
Pharmaceutics, Cosmetics and Biomedicine: Current and Future Industrial
Applications” published by John Wiley&Sons in 2012. She has been awarded
Honorary Member of Hellenic Society on Nanotechnology for Health Sciences in
2017 and Hungarian Society for Pharmaceutical Sciences in 2018 and recently
won the Science Award of Turkish Pharmacists Association in 2018.
Dr. Bilensoy is currently the president of Bioavailability/Bioequivalence Evaluation
Commission member for Turkish Medicines and Medical Devices Agency (20072012, 2016 onwards).
She was appointed as Vice Dean of Faculty of Pharmacy between 2010-2013.
She is founder member and scientific secretary for EUFEPS Network on
Nanomedicine since 2010 and Executive Board Member for European
Cyclodextrin Society since 2009. She is Editorial Board Member of the scientific
journal Recent Patents in Drug Delivery and Formulation.
Erem Bilensoy joined the European Federation for Pharmaceutical Sciences
EUFEPS Executive Committee in 2012 and was elected as President of EUFEPS
starting from June 2015. She is also on the Consultancy Board for Projects on
Nanobiotechnology at TUBITAK Turkish Scientific and Technological Research
Council. Erem Bilensoy is appointed as Vice Chair and General Manager for
Hacettepe Technology Transfer Center since January 2016.
Her current research interests include targeted nanoparticles in cancer therapy,
cationic nanoparticles, cyclodextrin-based drug delivery, inkjet and 3D printed
drug delivery systems, biomedical applications of nanoparticles and regulatory
approaches on bioavailability/bioequivalence. Erem Bilensoy is married and has a
daughter, Deniz aged 14.
eremino@hacettepe.edu.tr
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Professor
Henning H. Blume
SocraTec C&S, Oberursel, Germany
Henning Blume Dr. h.c. is founder and managing partner
of SocraTec C&S and Associate Professor of Pharmacy at
the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-University in Frankfurt. He
received his Ph.D. from the University of Frankfurt in 1973
and completed his postdoctoral research in 1982 as an
Assistant Professor at the School of Pharmacy, University
of Frankfurt.
His fields of research include biopharmaceutical and
pharmacokinetic investigations, with particular focus on the characterisation of
bioavailability and bioequivalence of medicinal products, also with highly variable
drugs, studies in special populations and drug-food interactions. He published
more than 220 research papers.
Henning Blume is member of a number of international scientific associations on
the fields of biopharmaceutics and clinical pharmacology. He was appointed as
member of Editorial Boards of several international Journals and is Editor of the
Bioavailability Section of the International Journal of Clinical Pharmacology and
Therapeutics.
From 1989 until 2001 he was appointed as expert of the Bioavailability
Commission at the German Authorities and was member of the German
Pharmacopeial Commission from 1994-1998. In 1998 he was appointed as
Member of the Expert Network at the European Medicines Agency (EMEA). From
1989 until 2000 he served as president of the Section of Official Laboratories
and Medicines Control Services of the International Pharmaceutical Federation
(FIP), and was chairman of the FIP Special Interest Group on Bioavailability and
Bioequivalence. From 1993-2000 he has been the chairman of the Committee
on Pharmaceutical Policies of the European Federation of Pharmaceutical
Societies (EUFEPS). Since 2006 he is elected chairman of the EUFEPS European
Network on Bioavailability and Biopharmaceutics.
Henning Blume received the EUFEPS Ouroboros Award in 2001, the German
Generics Award in 2007 and in 2012 the Honorary Award of the German Pain
Award. Moreover he received the Honorary Membership of the Argentinian
Diabetes Association in 2008 and was awarded with the title "Dr. Honoris Causa"
by the Semmelweis University, Budapest/Hungary in 2016. In 2017 he received
the Elsa-Ullmann Medal from the German Pharmaceutical Society (DPhG).
Henning.Blume@socratec-pharma.de
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Doctor
Erik Bogsch
Biotechnology Business Unit – R&D and
Manufacturing, Gedeon Richter Plc., Budapest,
Hungary
Dr. Erik Bogsch is Deputy Director of the Biotechnology
Business Unit at Gedeon Richter Plc., heading R&D &
Manufacturing. Erik is responsible for leading R&D efforts
in the development of GR's biotechnology pipeline, leading
over a 100 scientists in process technology development
and analytical groups, in addition to leading the drug
substance and drug product manufacturing teams.
Gedeon Richter Plc. is engaged in the development and manufacture of both
bacterial cell fermentation based and mammalian cell fermentation based
biosimilar products. GR has R&D, analytical & manufacturing capabilities in
multiple locations in Hungary & Germany.
Dr. Bogsch, has a Natural Sciences degree from the University of Cambridge and
a Ph.D. in cell biology from the University of Warwick. Following a brief
postdoctoral academic research career, he worked in the food industry for many
years in R&D, Quality & Manufacturing roles in the UK, Hungary & Germany. He
joined Gedeon Richter Plc. in 2012, as commissioning lead for GR's biotechnology
factory in Debrecen, Hungary, before moving into R&D in 2014 and into his
current role in 2018.
drbogsch@richter.hu
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Professor
Gerrit Borchard
School of Pharmaceutical Sciences GenevaLausanne, University of Geneva, University of
Lausanne, Geneva, Switzerland
Gerrit Borchard, Pharm.D. is a licensed pharmacist and
obtained his Ph.D. in pharmaceutical technology from the
University of Frankfurt (Germany). After holding several
academic posts at Saarland University (Germany) and at
Leiden University (The Netherlands), he joined Enzon
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (USA) as Vice President Research.
In 2005, he was appointed Full Professor of Biopharmaceutics at the University
of Geneva (Switzerland). Prof. Borchard has published more than 150 scientific
paper and book chapters (8481 citations, h-factor 48), and is named as inventor
on 9 patents. Since 2014, he is president of the Swiss Academy of
Pharmaceutical Sciences (SAPhS).
Gerrit.Borchard@unige.ch
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Professor
Daan J.A. Crommelin
Department of Pharmaceutics at Utrecht
University, Utrecht, The Netherlands
Professor Daan J.A. Crommelin, Ph.D., is professor
emeritus of Biopharmaceutics at the Department of
Pharmaceutics at Utrecht University. He was trained as a
pharmacist at the University of Groningen in the
Netherlands. Then, he moved to Leiden to perform his
Ph.D. thesis work on the physics of disperse systems.
After receiving his Ph.D. degree, he worked as a postdoc
at the University of Michigan under the supervision of Dr.
Bill Higuchi. After returning to the Netherlands he became full professor in
1984 and at the same time head of the dept of Pharmaceutics at Utrecht
University. In 1988 he became the first scientific director of the Utrecht
Institute for Pharmaceutical Sciences, UIPS. In the mid 1990s Crommelin co founded OctoPlus, a Leiden based company specialized in the development of
pharmaceutical product formulations and advanced drug delivery systems.
From 2005 until December 2011 he was scientific director of the Dutch Top
Institute Pharma (TI Pharma) a public-private partnership funding over 600
Ph.D. students, postdocs and technicians. In December 2011 he was
appointed as chairman of the board of directors of TI Pharma.
Crommelin published extensively, in particular on novel drug delivery systems
for targeted delivery of biotech-based medicines. Over the years he was coeditor or editor-in-chief of a number of leading journals and book series in the
pharmaceutical sciences. He was invited speaker at many international
conferences and advisor to a number of high ranking academic
pharmaceutical science institutions. In that context it may be of interest that
he was in the advisory committee and speaker at all three International
Symposia on Scientific and Regulatory Advances in Complex Drugs in
Budapest since 2014 and its predecessor conference in 2012.
Already early in his career he was active in international organizations
representing pharmaceutical scientists worldwide. He was scientific
secretary of the International Pharmaceutical Federation, FIP, for 6 years. He
chaired the board of pharmaceutical sciences of FIP and was chair of the
organizing committee of the Pharmaceutical Sciences World Conference
2007 in Amsterdam. He is past-president of the European Federation of
Pharmaceutical Sciences (EUFEPS) and vice-chair of the scientific advisory
board of the European Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI).
At present he is an adjunct professor at the Department of Pharmaceutics
and Pharmaceutical Chemistry at the University of Utah and he chairs the
Advisory Boards of the Leiden Academic Center for Drug Reasearch and
Lygature, the organization that emerged as the follow-up organization of a
number of public-private partnerships, a.o. the Dutch Top Institute Pharma.
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He also advises venture capital groups and acts as an expert witness in patent
disputes.
Number of scientific publications: more than 500 publications (73 books,
book chapters); number of scientific citations: more than 13,000; Hirsh
index: 61.
D.J.A.Crommelin@uu.nl
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Professor
László Endrényi
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology,
University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada
László Endrényi is Professor Emeritus of pharmacology
and biostatistics in the University of Toronto. He has
served the university in various positions including on its
Governing Council and as Associate Dean of Graduate
Studies. He sat on the Board of Directors of the American
Statistical Association and the Canadian Society for
Pharmaceutical Scientists; he was a president of the
latter. Externally, he has served on grant review
committees and editorial boards of research journals including the Amer. J.
Physiol, J. Pharmacokin. Pharmacodyn., J. Pharm. Pharmaceut. Sci.,
Biosimilars, and J. Pharm. Sci. He has received several recognitions, including an
honorary doctorate from the Semmelweis University of Medicine. He is a Fellow
of the Canadian Society for Pharmaceutical Sciences and of the American
Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists and received the Lifetime Achievement
Award of the latter.
Dr. Endrényi published books on Kinetic Data Analysis and on Biosimilar Drug
Product Development, and over 200 research papers. Several of these
established principles for the design and analysis of enzyme and pharmacokinetic
investigations. They included principles and applications of optimal study designs.
More recently, he extensively developed principles and applications for the
evaluation of bioavailability, bioequivalence and biosimilarity. He developed various
sensitive measures characterizing the rate of drug absorption. He extensively
investigated issues of drug interchangeability.
Dr. Endrényi’s studies were instrumental in the adoption of some regulations and
the withdrawals of others. He has consulted with the Food and Drug
Administration and Health Canada and served on their advisory committees. He
has consulted also with industry in the areas of pharmacokinetics, biostatistics,
the design and evaluation of experiments, clinical trials, and the analysis of
bioavailability, bioequivalence and biosimilarity studies.
l.endrenyi@utoronto.ca
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Doctor
Beat Flühmann
Vifor Pharma Ltd., Global Lead
Nanomedicines, Glattbrugg, Switzerland
Member of the Non-Biological Complex Drugs
Working Group, Utrecht,
The Netherlands
Dr. Flühmann is a Pharmacist by training and holds a
Ph.D. in molecular biology from ETH Zürich, Switzerland
on “Structural analysis and characterization of cell surface
receptors” and a MBA of the University of St. Gallen
Switzerland. He was working in various position in the field of pharmaceuticals and
functional nutrition. Dr. Flühmann was leading a global multidisciplinary research
and development team at Roche/DSM nutritional products developing novel
compounds for the prevention and treatment of diabetes. At Vifor Pharma Ltd.
Dr. Flühmann was in the field o f anemia therapy acting as Global Brand Director
for intravenous iron preparations defining global strategic product plans across
all functions (medical, marketing, market research, regulatory, life cycle
management, logistics) and ensuring the operational execution. In his current
position at Vifor Pharma Ltd. Dr. Flühmann is Global Lead Nanomedicines. His
main interest is in the translational science namely the regulatory aspects of
nanomedicines and their follow-on products as well as the specific aspects that
need to be considered in evaluation selection and handling of nanomedicines in
clinical practice. He is Steering Committee Member of the Non-Biological Complex
Drugs Working Group hosted at Lygature a non for profit organization. The
mission of the Non-Biological Complex Drugs Working Group is to work on
appropriate and harmonized science-based approval and post-approval standards
for Non-Biological Complex Drugs to ensure patient benefit and safety.
Beat.Fluehmann@viforpharma.com
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Doctor
Krisztián Fodor
Division of Strategy, Methodology and
Development, National Institute of Pharmacy
and Nutrition, Budapest, Hungary
Krisztián Fodor Ph.D. had been engaged in basic scientific
research for 14 years focusing on structure-function
relationship of protein macromolecules. He awarded
doctorate at the Faculty of Biochemistry of Loránd Eötvös
University (Hungary). He had been involved in several
European research projects as a postdoctoral fellow at the
European Molecular Biology Laboratory (Hamburg,
Germany). In 2014 he joined the National Institute of Pharmacy and Nutrition. His
expertise includes bioanalytics and regulatory assessment of biological medicinal
products. He is a former member of the EMA Committee for Advanced Therapies
(CAT) where he acted as a Hungarian representative for three years. He is
involved in the assessment of the quality dossiers of marketing authorization
applications and clinical trial applications of various biologics including advanced
therapies.
Since 2016 he has been the directing manager of the Strategy, Methdology and
Development Department of OGYÉI (NIPN) and he is responsible for the efficient
operation of the Innovation Office. He is coordinating the scientific advice activities
of the agency, and has a broad knowledge about the major regulatory difficulties
of pharmaceutical developments. As a member of the EU Innovation Network
Krisztian also ensures that the experise of efficient regulatory support that has
accumulated over the past years in Europe can be used for the benefit of
Hungarian research groups and SMEs.
fodor.krisztian@ogyei.gov.hu
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Professor
András Guttman
The Sciex Research Laboratory, Brea, CA, USA
Dr. András Guttman leads the biopharma related separation
efforts at The Sciex Research Laboratory (Brea, CA, USA),
and also heads the Horváth Csaba Laboratory of
Bioseparation Sciences (Debrecen and Veszprém, HU). His
work is focused on capillary electrophoresis and CESI-MS
based glycomics and glycoproteomics analysis of biomedical
and biopharmaceutical interests, with special attention to
biosimilars and other new modalities in the industry. Dr.
Guttman has over 300 scientific publications, wrote 35 book
chapters, edited 4 textbooks and holds 23 patents. He is an external member of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, on the board of several international
scientific organizations, serves as editorial board member for a dozen scientific
journals. He has been recognized by numerous awards including the Analytical
Chemistry Award of the Hungarian Chemical Society (2000), named as Fulbright
Scholar (2012), received the CASSS CE Pharm Award (2013), the Arany Janos
medal of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the Pro Scientia award of the
University of Pannonia and the Dennis Gabor Award of the Novofer Foundation in
2014. Dr. Guttman is also the recipient of the 2017 Dal Nogare Award of the
Delaware Valley Chromatography Forum and the Grand prize of the Swedish
Chamber of Commerce.
a.guttman@northeastern.edu
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Professor
A. Atilla Hıncal
IDE Pharmaceutical Consultancy on
Registrationand Biopharmacutics CRO
Services Ltd., Kavaklıdere, Ankara, Turkey
Professor Emeritus, Hacettepe University,
Hacettepe, Ankara, Turkey
Prof. Hıncal graduated and received his Ph.D. from
Istanbul University. He joined Hacettepe University Faculty
of Pharmacy He researched as visiting scientist at the Universities of Tennessee,
Kansas in USA, Paris Sud (XI)”, Louis Pasteur Strasbourg in France and ETHZürich in Switzerland on formulation development, anticancer drugs formulations,
liposomes, microbilles, nanoparticles, and biotechnology products.
He became full professor in 1979, was the Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy”
(1981-1994), the Dean of the Post Graduate Faculty of Health Sciences for
Medicine, Pharmacy, Dentistry and Other Health Sciences (1994-1997) at
Hacettepe University. He has been the founding director of “The Turkish Doping
Control Center” (1988-1994), representative of Turkey in Strasbourg France in
the “European Council for Anti-doping Convention” (1989-93). He was the
Hacettepe University Pharmacy Faculty Revolving Found Director (1983-1994)
for Parenteral Laboratory and founder of Hemodialysis Laboratory.
Prof. Hıncal’s research interests is formulation development, new drug delivery
systems
development,
bioequivalence,
biosimilars,
sciences
based
pharmaceutical regulatory affairs and pharmaceutical patents. He has over 250
scientific publications, over 300 scientific presentations. He served as editor or
co-editor in scientific books, on the editorial boards and reviewer of several
international and national scientific/professional journals.
Prof . Hıncal was awarded and honored by “Czechoslovakian Medical and
Pharmaceutical Sciences Academy” (1987); Renault Scientific Achievement
Award for Sport (1990), “AAPS ‘American Association of Pharmaceutical
Scientists’ ’fellows ” (1993); “Hacettepe University Science Award of Health
Sciences” (1994-95) and (1996), “the Spanish Royal Academy of Pharmacy”
(1999), “TPS-Turkish Pharmaceutical Sciences Academy (2006)”, “FIP Lifetime
Achievement in Pharmaceutical Sciences Award 2006“, “Romanian Bucharest
Carol Davila University Doctoris Honoris Causa” (2006), “CRS Turkish Chapter’s
Science Award” (2007), “Macedonian Skopji SS Cyril and Methodist Univerity’s
Professor Honoris Causa” (2008), “the French National Academy of Pharmacy
(2009), Turkish Pharmaceutical Technology Scientists’ Association as “Honorary
President of TÜFTAD” (2013), Hungarian Budapest Semmelweis University
Doctoris Honoris Causa (2015).
Prof. Hıncal served as the founder, president and executive member of some
national and international institutions and societies IPTS, TÜFTAD, EUFEPS,
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AEFP, CRS-TR Chapter, ICoS and EUFEPS, APGI and EAFP. He additionally served
asboard members in national institutions as Turkish Ministry of Health, Medicines
Evaluation and Registration Board, Pharmacopeia Commission, Clinical Trials
Ethics Board, Turkish Patent Institute Advisory Board”, Turkish Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers’ Association “Scientific Committee”, Turkish Doping Control
Center and Laboratory Founder and Director, TÜFTAD) Founder and President,
TUBITAK, FSMHHM Intellectual Properties Court, Turkish Patent Institute
Advisory Board. He is a certified “Patent and Trade Mark Attorney”, “ISO 9000
Expert” for Pharmaceutical and Chemical industries.
Prof. Hıncal founded at 1998 a Consultancy and Contract Research Organization
(CRO) named “IDE Pharmaceutical Registration Biopharmaceutic Consultancy
Education Services Ltd. Co”. He retired at November 2007 and is the Professor
Emeritus of Hacettepe University at Ankara, Turkey. Prof. Hıncal is married with
Filiz Hıncal, Ph.D., who was the Professor of Toxicology of Hacettepe University
and has one son.
atilla.hincal@ide-cso.com
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Doctor
Zsolt Holló
EGIS Pharmaceuticals Plc, Budapest, Hungary
Zsolt Holló MD, Ph.D., MBA is a medical doctor by
training, has several years of R&D experience in
biochemistry. His research interest was mechanism and
functional characterization of multidrug resistance.
He worked more than 5 years in molecular diagnostic
service laboratories. He is one of the founding scientists of
Solvo Biotechnology, a pioneer company in the drug
transporter / ADME-Tox field. He was Medical Director
and Chief Operations Officer at Solvo Biotechnology from 2004 to 2009.
He works at EGIS Pharmaceuticals since 2010 as a department head responsible
for the biotechnological support and due diligence assessment of biosimilar
products.
Hollo.Zsolt@egis.hu
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Professor
Milena Jadrijević-Mladar Takač
Faculty of Pharmacy and Biochemistry,
University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia
Milena Jadrijević-Mladar Takač Ph.D . is a professor of
Medicinal chemistry and Drug biochemistry at Faculty of
Pharmacy and Biochemistry, University of Zagreb.
She received her pharmaceutical degree from the Faculty
of Pharmacy and Biochemistry, and MSc and Ph.D. in
Medicinal chemistry from the University of Zagreb. She
was a Vice-dean for education (2003-2006) and the head
of the Centre for Applied Pharmacy (2005-2007), and was responsible for the
implementation of the Bologna process. She was also a task force for
international collaboration and the coordinator in the Partner country of the
TEMPUS JEP -18028-2003 ‘New pharmacy curricula – Development and
implementation’ (2004-2007) (Project consortium: Faculty of Pharmacy and
Biochemistry, University of Zagreb; The School of Pharmacy, University of
London; School of Pharmacy and Biomolecular Sciences, University of Brighton
and the School of Pharmacy University of Navarra).
She was a member of the Committee for foreign qualifications of the Croatian
ENIC/NARIC Office (2008-2011) at the Croatian Agency for Science and Higher
Education, in the field of pharmacy education. She was also a member of the
Croatian Chamber of Pharmacists’ (CCP) Committee for continuous professional
development (CPD) of pharmacists (1997-2010), and the president of the CCP
Committee for international collaboration (2007-2011). From 2008 – 2012 she
was a permanent member of the Drug Committee of the Croatian Agency for
Medicinal Products and Medical Devices (HALMED) and from 2012 she is an
associate member.
Professor Milena Jadrijević-Mladar Takač is a chair of the Croatian
Pharmaceutical Society’s Section for pharmaceutical sciences, EUFEPS Council
member from 2006, and EUFEPS ExCo member from 2010-2016, member of
the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP), and the European Medicines
Agency (EMA)/European Network of Centers for Pharmacoepidemiology and
Pharmacovigilance (ENCePP) Working Group 1 (2008-2012).
She established the Zagreb International Conference on Pharmaceutical Sciences
(1st ZICPS in 2009 and 2nd ZICPS in 2013) and was a chair and actively
participated in the organization of national and international congresses and
conferences, also as invited speaker and poster presenter at CPhS, EUFEPS,
TUFTAD, FIP, IPRD, WHO EuroPharm Forum and EC/TEMPUS meetings, as well
as at BEW (2010, 2012, 2014), ICAD (2015) and SRACD (2014, 2016 and
2018) International conferences in Budapest, organized by Prof. Imre Klebovich.
Her awards and honours are: CPhS Societas Pharmacopolarum Croatiae – pro
singularibus meritis in provehenda arte pharmaceutica hoc diploma (1991);
Honorary membership of Texas Pharmaceutical Society and Golf Coast
17
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Pharmaceutical Association (1996); CPhS ‘Dr Julije Domac Medal’ (2011) in
recognition for achievements in professional, scientific and societal work in
pharmacy that significantly raised the reputation of pharmaceutical profession;
Faculty of Pharmacy and Biochemistry acknowledgement for personal
contribution to the activity, development and promotion of the reputation of
Faculty (2012).
Dr. Jadrijević’s research interests in Medicinal chemistry and Drug
biochemistry are biologically active molecules and target based drug discovery,
physico-chemical and ADMET properties related to biological activity and
adverse drug reactions (ADRs). She was leader of research group ‘Design of
molecules and materials by methods of mathematical and computational
chemistry’, granted by Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic
of Croatia and currently she is leading the research project ‘Study of structural
features of protein tyrosine kinase and histone deacetylase inhibitors in
antitumor therapy’ granted by the University of Zagreb.
milenajmt@gmail.com
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Doctor
Jonathan L. Josephs
Thermo Fisher Scientific, San Jose, CA, USA
Dr. Jonathan Josephs, known as JJ, received his
doctorate in organic chemistry from the University of
Nottingham in 1988. After postdoctoral fellowships at the
University of California, San Diego and University of
California, Berkeley, he worked at the ISK Mountain View
Research Center in Sunnyvale, CA.
He then moved to Finnigan in San Jose in the mid 1990s
and he was part of the team that launched the first
commercial LC/MS ion trap instruments. After an 18-year career at BristolMyers Squibb applying mass spectrometry to multiple aspects of pharmaceutical
R&D from target identification through to manufacturing, he returned to Thermo
Fisher Scientific where he is currently director of the North American customer
solution centers for pharma and biopharma.
jonathan.josephs@thermofisher.com
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Professor
Imre Klebovich
Department of Pharmaceutics, Semmelweis
University, Budapest, Hungary
Imre Klebovich Pharm.D., Ph.D., D.Sc. is Professor of
Department of Pharmaceutics of the Faculty of Pharmacy
at Semmelweis University Budapest, Hungary and, further
on, Private Professor of the Budapest University of
Technology and Economics, Faculty of Chemical
Engineering from 1990. He also is lecturer professor of
the Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Faculty of
Information Technology and Bionic from 2013.
He graduated as pharmacist in 1975 at the Semmelweis University of Medicine
and obtained his Pharm.D. in 1977. He postgraduated as pharmacologist in
1983 at Haynal Imre University of Health Sciences. He received the degree of
Biomedical Research Management of Harvard University and Copenhagen
University in 1990. He obtained his Candidate of Science (C.Sc.-Ph.D.) and
Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) degrees at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in 1989
and in 1999, respectively.
He became a research scientist at the Biochemical Institute of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences in 1975 and he continued his research activity in the field
of pharmacokinetics and drug metabolism at Gedeon Richter Ltd. in 1977 (senior
scientist). In 1989 he founded the Department of Pharmacokinetics and Drug
Metabolism of EGIS Pharmaceuticals Ltd. and he was the Head of this
Department for 15 years. In 2004 he was applied and accepted the position of
being Head of Department of Pharmaceutics (2004 -2014) of the Faculty of
Pharmacy at Semmelweis University. In 2008 he was applied and accepted the
position of being Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy (2008-2009). He is a member
of the Board of Drug Discovery and Safety Centre in Semmelweis University
(2008-2017). He is a member of the Rectors' Advisory Board of the Semmelweis
University (PSK) (2018-).
His main research interests are bioanalytics, pharmacokinetics, metabolism,
biopharmaceutics, bioequivalence, food-drug interaction and retard drug delivery.
He has 26 patents, published more than 265 papers in peer-reviewed journals,
13 books, 22 book chapters as well as co-editorial works in books and more than
515 lectures on Hungarian and International Conferences.
His awards and honours are: Award of Innovative Engineering (1998, 1992,
1994), Honorary Lecturer of the Budapest University of Technology and
Economics (2001), Honorary Member of the Slovak Society for Pharmaceutical
Sciences (2009), the Schulek Elemér Award (2009), the Bruckner Győző Award
(2011), the Issekutz Béla Award (2011), the CEGSS Central European Group for
Separation Sciences Medal & Award (2013), Géza Zemplén Medal (2013) and
Jedlik Ányos Award (2015).
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He is the elected representative of doctors (D.Sc) (2007-2013), furthermore
elected secretary (2003-2008), co-chair (2011-2014) and elected chair (20152018) of the Committee on Pharmaceutical Sciences and elected president of
the Working Committee on Separation Sciences (2012-2018) of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences.
He is the editor of Journal of Planar Chromatography (JPC) (2006-2017), Acta
Chromatographica (AC), and the Acta Pharmaceutica Hungarica (2018-),
member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Chromatographic Sciences (JCS)
(1998-2017), and reviewer of the Journal of Pharmaceutical and Biomedical
Analysis (JPBA), Journal of Controlled Release (JCR), British Journal of Clinical
Pharmacology (BJCP) and Biomedical Chromatography.
He is a member of the International Society for the Study of Xenobiotics (ISSX)
(1985-2016), European Society for Clinical Pharmacy (ESCP) (1992-2004),
International Society for Planar Separations (ISCS) (1998-2017), International
Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) (2007-2017), American Association of
Pharmaceutical Scientists (AAPS), European Federation for Pharmaceutical
Sciences (EUFEPS), Hungarian Chemical Society. He was the elected president of
the Hungarian Society for Separation Sciences (2006-2009) and the Central
European Group for Separation Sciences (CEGSS) (2008-2009), the Hungarian
Society for Experimental and Clinical Pharmacology: president of the Section of
Pharmacokinetics and Drug Metabolism (1999-2009), and the elected president
of the Hungarian Society for Pharmaceutical Sciences (2008-2010).
klebovich.imre@pharma.semmelweis-univ.hu
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Professor
Irene Krämer
University Medical Center, Johannes GutenbergUniversity, Mainz, Germany
Prof. Irene Krämer is currently employed as the Director of
the Pharmacy Department, University Medical Center,
Johannes Gutenberg-University Hospital, Mainz and is also a
Professor for clinical pharmacy at the Pharmacy School of
Johannes Gutenberg-University.
She completed her postdoctoral thesis in Pharmaceutical
Technology with the title: Development, quality assurance,
and optimization of ready-to-use parenteral solutions in the integrated cancer care
concept. Her special interests include oncology pharmacy, infectious diseases,
and aseptic drug preparation. She is doing research projects in the field of
physicochemical and microbiological stability of cytotoxic drugs, compatibility of
admixtures of nebulizer solutions, and monitoring of medication compliance.
Irene.Kraemer@unimedizin-mainz.de
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Professor
Panos Macheras
Laboratory of Biopharmaceutics–
Pharmacokinetics, Department of Pharmacy,
School of Health Sciences, National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece
Pharmainformatics Unit “Athena” Research and
Innovation Center, Athens, Greece
Panos Macheras is an Emeritus Professor (since September
2014) of the Department of Pharmacy, University of
Athens. He is the Founder (1991) of the Laboratory of Biopharmaceutics and
Pharmacokinetics at the University of Athens. He recently proposed (July 2016)
the establishment of Pharma-Informatics Unit of the Research and Innovation
Center ATHENA; he is currently the Head of the Unit. Adjunct Professor,
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, State University of New York (SUNY),
Buffalo, USA (in effect 1st February, 2018)
He received his B. Pharm. (1970) and Ph.D. degree in Pharmaceutical Chemistry
(1977) from the University of Athens, Greece. He also received a Ph.D. degree
(1981) in Biopharmaceutics-Pharmacokinetics from King's College, University of
London, U.K. He has published more than 160 journal articles (more than 4000
citations)
and
seven
books
in
the
field
of
BiopharmaceuticsPharmacokinetics Pharmacodynamics. His
research
interests
include
experimental, theoretical and computational (modeling and simulation) studies on
drug dissolution, release, gastrointestinal absorption, protein binding, drugcyclodextrins interaction, bioequivalence, biopharmaceuitc classification of drugs,
pharmacokinetics, population pharmacokinetics, fractal and fractional kinetics,
applications of fractal concepts in biopharmaceutical systems and nonlinear
dynamics. He serves on the Editorial Board of the journals, Pharmaceutical
Research, International Journal of Pharmaceutics and European Journal of
Pharmaceutical Sciences.
macheras@pharm.uoa.gr
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Doctor
Scott E. McNeil
Director, Nanotechnology Characterization
Laboratory (NCL), Frederick National
Laboratory for Cancer Research, Leidos
Biomedical Research, Inc., Frederick, MD, USA
Dr. McNeil (Ph.D.) serves as the Director of the Nanotechnology Characterization Laboratory (NCL) for Leidos
Biomedical Research at the Frederick National Laboratory
for Cancer Research, where he coordinates preclinical
characterization of nanotech cancer therapeutics and
diagnostics. At the NCL, Dr. McNeil leads a team of scientists responsible for
testing candidate nanotech drugs and diagnostics, evaluating safety and efficacy,
and assisting with product development - from discovery-level, through scale-up
and into clinical trials. NCL has assisted in characterization and evaluation of
nearly 400 nanotechnology products, several of which are now in human clinical
trials.
Dr. McNeil is a member of several working groups on nanomedicine,
environmental health and safety, and other nanotechnology issues. He is an
invited speaker to numerous nanotechnology-related conferences and has several
patents pending related to nanotechnology and biotechnology. He is also a Vice
President of Leidos Biomedical Research.
Prior to establishing the NCL, he served as a Senior Scientist in the Nanotech
Initiatives Division at SAIC-Frederick where he transitioned basic nanotechnology
research to government and commercial markets. He advises industry, State and
US Governments on the development of nanotechnology and is a member of
several governmental and industrial working groups related to nanotechnology
policy, standardization and commercialization. Dr. McNeil's professional career
includes tenure as an Army Officer, with tours as Chief of Biochemistry at Tripler
Army Medical Center, and as a Combat Arms officer during the Gulf War. He
received his bachelor's degree in chemistry from Portland State University and his
doctorate in cell biology from Oregon Health Sciences University.
mcneils@mail.nih.gov
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Professor
Stefan Mühlebach
Vifor Pharma Ltd., Glattbrugg, Switzerland
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences,
University of Basel, Basel, Switzerland
Steering Committee NBCD Working Group c/o
Lygature, Utrecht, The Netherlands
Stefan Mühlebach, Ph.D., Prof. em. University of Basel, is
a pharmacist by training, educated in Switzerland,
specialized in pharmacology and hospital pharmacy.
Since 2008 he workes in Industry, actually as the Science Lead for Non-Biological
Complex Drugs at the Vifor Pharma Ltd. Global Headquarter near Zürich. Since
its creation in 2010 he is a member (chair) of the steering committee of the
NBCD working group at Lygature in Utrecht (The Netherland).
He worked for 25 years as Chief hospital pharmacist in Biel and Aarau,
Switzerland (1980-2005), was a board member of national and international
hospital pharmacy organisations and initiated the postgraduate education with a
federal diploma for hospital pharmacists in Switzerland.
He experienced authority functions at the Swiss Agency for Therapeutic Products
as Head of the pharmacopoeia and of the Swiss Delegation at the EDQM (20052008). In a milice function he is Head of health care products in the Federal Office
for National Economic Supply since 2010 engaging in public-private activities to
overcome the increasingly encountered drug shortages for essential health care
product also in Switzerland.
Stefan Mühlebach got his Ph.D. in pharmacology in 1979, the venia docendi in
1993 and was nominated Professor for Pharmacology and Hospital Pharmcay in
2004 at the Medical Faculty of the Basel University. His academic activities
resulted in over 100 peer-reviewed publications and numerous invitations and
presentations at national and international conferences or as faculty member for
international educational courses. He directed so fare ten Ph.D. and many more
master theses and was responsible for four candidates specializing in hospital
pharmacy with a federal diploma. As an external staff member of the Division of
Clinical Pharmacy & Epidemiology / Hospital Pharmacy at the Basel University in
the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences he is lecturing in pre- and
postgraduate courses. He is a Fellow of the Swiss Academy of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and a Honory member of the Swiss Association of Public Health
Administration and Hospital Pharmacists.
stefan.muehlebach@viforpharma.com
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Doctor
Sesha Neervannan
Senior Vice President, Pharmaceutical
Development, Allergan Inc., Irvine, CA, USA
Sesha Neervannan (Ph.D.) is currently Senior Vice
President of Pharmaceutical Development at Allergan. In
his current role, he oversees Drug Product Development
and Drug Delivery for both Small Molecules and Biologics,
across all Therapeutic Areas from Late Discovery until
Commercialization. Prior to joining Allergan, Sesha held
senior positions at Bristol-Myers Squibb and Amgen. Over
the last few years, he oversaw and contributed to several
global product filings and approvals (Ozurdex™, Latisse™, Acuvail™, Lumigan
0.01%™, Zymaxid™, Trivaris™, Aczone® Gel 7.5%) as well as development,
validation and launch of several OTC artificial tears products.
Sesha has several research publications and patents and is a well recognized
invited speaker and serves on many Advisory Boards. He received his Ph.D. in
Pharmaceutical Chemistry at The University of Kansas.
Neervannan_Sesha@Allergan.com
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Professor
Tamás L. Paál
National Institute of Pharmacy and Nutrition,
Budapest, Hungary
Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Szeged,
Szeged, Hungary
Tamás L. Paál graduated in pharmacy, postgraduated in
drug control and chemical engineering. He received his
Ph.D. in chemistry. Working for 11 years for the
Hungarian pharma industry he joined the National Institute
of Pharmacy (NIP), the human medicines regulatory agency. Later he was the
Head of this agency for 23 years. Having reached the Governmental service
retirement age he was requested to remain as senior scientific adviser to the
same authority, called now, after merging with the food authority National
Institute of Pharmacy and Nutrition. Between 2004 and 2013 he was the
Hungarian member of the Management Board of the European Medicines Agency
and the EU Commission’s Pharmaceutical Committee. He still represents
Hungary in the Standing Committee on human medicinal products. Tamás Paál
was promoted also University professor of regulatory affairs in 1984 teaching
actually both in the University of Szeged and in the Semmelweis University
(Budapest). Having retired, he is now professor emeritus of the University of
Szeged, Faculty of Pharmacy. He is president of the Hungarian Pharmacopoeia
Commission, member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts, member
(former Council member) of The Organisation of Professionals in Regulatory
Affairs (TOPRA) and the European Forum of Good Clinical Practice (EFGCP).
Tamás Paál is holder of awards of the Regulatory Affairs Professionals Society
(RAPS), DIA and TOPRA. He wrote more than 240 publications on medicine
assessment and regulatory affairs.
paal.tamas@ogyei.gov.hu
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Professor
Olavi Pelkonen
Professor of Pharmacology (emeritus) and
Previous Head of the Department
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology
(Currently: Institute of Biomedicine/Research
Unit of Pharmacology and Toxicology), Faculty
of Medicine, University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland
Olavi Pelkonen held a position of associate professor of
pharmacology in 1978-1986 and then a position of full
professor of pharmacology as well as Head of the Department of Pharmacology
and Toxicology in 1987-2010 at the University of Oulu, Finland. As Departmental
Head and as Research Dean of the Faculty, he focussed on international
collaboration in research and during this time instituted an intense collaboration
within EU research programmes and more personal arrangements with
institutions in Hungary (e.g. Semmelweis University), Australia (Melbourne RMITUniversity), UK (London Imperial College), Sweden (Uppsala University) etc.
Olavi Pelkonen had his medical and scientific training at the University of Oulu,
Faculty of Medicine and was awarded M.D. and Ph .D. degrees in1973. He was a
post-doctoral fellow at the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland
(1976-1977). Thereafter, h e has been as a visiting professor in Spain, UK and
Australia for short periods. He has been participating, also as a working group
leader, in European Union COST Actions (since 1986 until 2009) , Marie
Slodowska-Curie Training programmes and in Framework Programme consortia
(since 1991, also as a coordinator of a project). He has >400 original and review
articles in international scientific journals, mainly on various aspects of drug and
carcinogen metabolism, especially by cytochrome P450 enzymes, and its
regulation by genetic and environmental factors and he was a ‘HighlyCited
Researcher in pharmacology and toxicology’ (ISI-Thomson). Furthermore, the Oulu
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology was evaluated to belong to the
highest 1 % among such departments globally (ISI-Thomson 2004).
Olavi Pelkonen has also participated in international academic and society
functions in e.g. IUPHAR (general secretary of a section), Nordic Society of
Pharmacology, EUFEPS etc. He has been member/rapporteur/chair in several
evaluation and/or advisory groups for research assessment exercises (Finland,
Estonia, Romania, Hong Kong, Australia) and in search committees for scientific
directors (Finland, Sweden, Australia, Czech Republic).
Olavi Pelkonen has got several awards for his work. In 1993, he gave The Oswald
Schmiedeberg Lecture at the University of Tartu. In 2007, he was awarded The
Bo Holmstedt Memorial Lecture Award by EUROTOX. In 2010, he was a plenary
lecturer in IUPHAR WorldPharma2010 Congress in Copenhagen. In 2014, he
was awarded the Nordic Prize of Basic and Clinical Pharmacology and Toxicology.
He has got several national awards for achievements in research, teaching and

66

28

scientific education as well as for functions in national societies in pharmacology,
toxicology, or medicine.
Since retirement in 2010, Olavi Pelkonen has continued his research work at
national and EU level and in expert tasks and duties, especially in connection with
EU and international agencies. His current interests include the development of
in vitro and in silico methods for drug development and chemical risk assessment,
including also environmental risks. Even before retirement, he had expert roles at
EURL-ECVAM, EMA, OECD, WHO and DG SANCO. Most notably, he served as a
toxicological expert at EMA in 2005-2016 and now as a Panel member at EFSA
since 2015 (now until 2021). Development of various test and risk assessment
guidelines has continued within the programmes led by EURL-ECVAM and OECD.
Last but not least, Olavi Pelkonen has taught and guided students of medicine,
dentistry and natural sciences as well as supervised and mentored research
Ph.D. students over several decades. Several Ph.D. students have achieved high
academic positions, including 8 professors of pharmacology and/or toxicology
thus far. For educational work he has got the highest awards from his own ‘Alma
mater’ (University of Oulu) and from the National Society of Medical Research and
Education ‘Duodecim’.
Number of the scientific citations: over 20,000; Hirsh index: 77; i10-Index: 307.
olavi.pelkonen@oulu.fi
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Professor
László Prókai
Department of Pharmacology and
Neuroscience, and the Institute of Healthy
Aging, University of North Texas Health Science
Center, Fort Worth, TX, USA
Professor László Prókai is the Robert A. Welch Chair in
Biochemistry and Professor of Pharmacology and
Neuroscience at the University of North Texas Health
Science Center in Forth Worth, Texas, USA, where he is
also affiliated with the Institute of Healthy Aging. His
academic career began as an Assistant Professor in the Department of
Pharmaceutics and the Center for Drug Discovery of the College of Pharmacy at
the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida, USA. During his tenure there, he
rose to the rank of Professor in the Department of Medicinal Chemistry, held an
Affiliate Professorship at the Department of Chemistry, and was a Joint Professor
of the Department of Anesthesiology, a Scientific Advisor of the Biotechnology
Program, and a member of the McKnight Brain Institute. Professor Prókai has
maintained an actively funded research program supported by the United States’
National Institutes of Health and is recognized nationally and internationally for his
work on discovery, medicinal chemistry and chemical biology of central nervous
system agents, the chemical biology of neuropeptides and neurosteroids, as well
as proteomics and bioanalytical mass spectrometry. He also serves as Adjunct
Professor in both the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at the University
of Texas at Arlington and in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at
Texas Christian University. Dr. Prókai is a co -founder and the Chief Scientific
Officer of AgyPharma LLC, a start-up pharmaceutical company brought together
to facilitate translational research and development involving novel central
nervous system agents. He was a Pro Renovanda Cultura Hungariae Visiting
Professor at the Department of Medical Chemistry, University of Szeged,
Hungary, in 2002, as well as the recipient of the Wilfred T. Doherty Award and
the Southwest Region Award of the American Chemical Society in 2017.
Professor Prókai received B.Sc., M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees (all summa cum laude)
and habilitation (Dr. Habil.) from the University of Veszprém (now the University of
Pannonia) in Veszprém, Hungary. He trained as a postdoctoral scholar in the
Department of Medicinal Chemistry at the University of Florida in Gainesville,
Florida, USA. Professor Prókai was recognized with the Doctor Academiae
Scientiarum Hungaricae (D.Sc.) degree by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
He has authored a monograph, co-edited a book in the Progress in Drug Research
series, and authored or co-authored 174 scientific papers and 19 book chapters.
Laszlo.Prokai@unthsc.edu
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Professor
Flavian Ştefan Rădulescu
Center for Drug Sciences, Faculty of Pharmacy,
University of Medicine and Pharmacy Carol
Davila, Bucharest, Romania
Dr. Flavian Ştefan Rădulescu is an associate professor at the
Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Medicine and Pharmacy
Carol Davila Bucharest, Department of Biopharmaceutics.
He previously worked in the research and development of
liquid, oral and ophthalmic dosage forms, but also in
bioequivalence studies. His main areas of interest are
compendial and non-compendial in vitro drug release methodologies for solid and
semisolid dosage forms, development of formulations for low solubility drugs,
in silico and in vitro screening of solubility/permeability profiles. For topical
semisolids, he coordinates several collaborative projects with the pharmaceutical
industry, using correlated in vitro release and rheological assessments for the
demonstration of Q3 (microstructural) similarity. Dr. Rădulescu is currently
involved in the validation of Topical drug Classification System, a project co-funded
by the Product Quality Research Institute and coordinated by Prof. Vinod P. Shah.
flavian_stefan@yahoo.com
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Doctor
Lakshmanan Ramaswamy
Sotax India Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, India
Dr. Lakshmanan Ramaswamy MMM., MHRDM., Ph.D.,
a post graduate in management and doctorate in
pharmaceutical Business Administration, a Professional
with Four decades of successful experience in various
capacities in Indian Pharmaceutical Industry. He is
currently the Managing Director – Sotax India Pvt. Ltd., a
company from Switzerland that pioneers on Dissolution
Science. Prior to Sotax India, he worked for Sarabhai
Chemicals as a full time Director and CEO, Managing
Director of Stiefel India Pvt. Ltd. (Which merged with GSK later), Unichem
Laboratories. He represented the Bio Technology Delegation organized by Govt of
India to Canada in 2007.
Dr. Ramaswamy has been a visiting faculty in reputed management Institutes in
Mumbai and given many guest lectures including at IIM (Bang), Madurai Kamaraj
University, NMIMS, etc. He has published many articles on Management and
Human Resources Development.
He was instrumental in conceiving the idea and need for a Society like SPDS and
initiated the movement by bringing the Pharma Industry Scientists and
Pharmaceutics Faculties from various pharmacy colleges under one roof and
registered this initiate as Society for Pharmaceutical Dissolution Science (SPDS)
at Mumbai.
He was also Nominated as a member in the International Scientific Advisory Board
and session chair of 3rd International Symposium on Scientific and Regulatory
Advances in Biological and Non-Biological Complex Drugs at Budapest, Hungary.
Lakshmanan.Ramaswamy@sotax.com

70

32

Professor
Pat J. Sandra
Research Institute for Chromatography (RIC),
President Kennedypark 26, 2500 Kortrijk,
Belgium
Emeritus Professor Pat J. Sandra received his Master's
degree in Organic Chemistry in 1969 followed by a Ph.D.
degree in Analytical Organic Chemistry in 1975 from the
Ghent University, Belgium. He joined the Faculty of
Sciences of the Ghent University in 1976 as Assistant
Professor and was promoted to Full Professor of
Separation Sciences in 1988. In 1986 he founded the Research Institute for
Chromatography (RIC), a center of excellence for research and education in
chromatography, mass spectrometry and capillary electrophoresis. RIC is now a
45 people company with branches in Belgium and France. He was extraordinary
professor at the Eindhoven University of Technology, The Netherlands (19912000) and at the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa (1998-2013). He was
co-founder of the Pfizer Analytical Research Center (PARC) at Ghent University
that he directed from 2003 until his emeritus end 2011. In the last ten years he
became very active in research on protein biopharmaceuticals and co-founded
anaRIC biologics a company combining R&D and GMP for biologics.
During this time he has authored or co-authored over 580 scientific publications,
25 chapters in books and presented over 350 invited lectures at scientific
meetings. Pat Sandra’s research interests were in all fields of separation sciences
(GC, LC, SFC and CE) and major key words of his research were high-throughput,
high-resolution, miniaturization, hyphenation and automation. He is also wellknown as the scientist who saved Belgium during the Belgian dioxin crisis and as
inventor of the Twister technology.
Among numerous awards are the ACS Chromatography Award (2005), Doctor
Honoris Causa in Pharmaceutical Sciences (2004, Turin, Italy), Doctor Honoris
Causa in Food Safety (2007, Messina, Italy), Honorary Professor at the Dalian
Institute for Chemical Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences (2007) and Doctor
Honoris Causa in Chemistry (2012, Bucharest, Romania). In 2013 he was
appointed member of the Research Council of President Barroso of the European
Community. In 2015 he was ranked 4 th on the world “powerlist” of analytical
chemistry (The Analytical Scientist).
pat.sandra@richrom.com
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Professor
Beatriz da Silva Lima
Department of Pharmacological Sciences,
University of Lisbon, Lisbon, Portugal
SilvaLima Preklinika Limited, Dover,
United Kingdom
Maria Beatriz da Silva Lima is Pharm.D. and Ph.D. in
Pharmacology and is full professor of Pharmacology
and Regulatory Science at the University of Lisboa,
Faculty of Pharmacy, and head of the Department
of Pharmacological Sciences.
She is the Coordinator of the research Group of Pharmacological Sciences of the
iMed.UL - Research Institute for Medicines and Pharmaceutical Sciences, where
she heads also the research Group in Nonclinical Safety and Regulatory Science.
Beatriz Silva Lima has more than 20 years of experience as an expert in nonclinical
and regulatory science at the medicines agency in Portugal, Infarmed, and at the
EMA, UK. She has been up to July 2012 member of the Committee of Human
Medicines (CPMP/CHMP), Committee of Advanced Therapies (CAT) and
Scientific Advice Working Party (SAWP). She acted as the Portuguese (Co)
Rapporteur of multiple centralized applications and as coordinator of a high
number of European Scientific Advices/Protocol Assistance in areas like
nonclinical, neurology, oncology, covering small molecules and ATMPs or
Biopharmaceuticals. She has been Chair of the Safety Working Party (SWP) for
12 years and has been involved as Co-Deputy in ICH discussions on ICH M3R2,
S6R1 and S1 guidelines on behalf of the European Commission. Since October
2012 she consults on nonclinical drug development strategies and has founded
a consultancy Company, SilvaLima Preklinika Limited in the UK. She acts also a
nonclinical expert and member of the NDA Advisory Board, Sweden. Since
January 2014 up to October 2018 she Chaired the Scientific Committee of the
Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI).
Areas of research: Regulatory Science Nonclinical Safety; Oncology, Pharmacology of metabolic diseases;
Furthermore, Beatriz Silva Lima is highly involved in international education in the
area of regulatory science. I) She Coordinates a second cycle Master Course on
Regulatory Science in the Faculty of Pharmacy of the University of Lisbon
(RAMPS), ii) she Co-coordinates with Prof Per Spindler (University of Copenhagen)
and Dr Kirstin Meyer (Bayer Healthcare) a Nonclinical Module on Regulatory
Guidelines of the European Master Course (IMI sponsored) SafeSciMet, iii) and of
a similar master also IMI sponsored ECMDC, led by the Semelweiss University,
Hungary, iv) she integrates the PharmaTrain Course EUDIPHARM lead by the
University of Lyon, and she contributes as faculty to the Atrium Regulatory Course
on Regulatory Aspects as well as to the MIND course (University of Copenhagen).
Beatriz Silva Lima integrates the EUPATI (European Patient Academy, IMI -funded
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project) Portuguese/National Platform, and she is a member of the Steering
Committee of the European National Platform of EUPATI (European Patient
Academy for Therapeutic innovation), thus Co-Chairing the Executive Committee.
Beatriz da Silva-Lima also integrates several working groups/ projects within the
EPAA (European Partnership for Animal Alternatives), NC3Rs UK, and ILSI – HESI,
US and is Editor in Chief of the Regulatory Science Section of the Journal
Frontiers.
Since 2012 is consulting in areas of Nonclinical, Pharmacology and Toxicology
supportive of early or late development or EMA scientific advice requests of small
molecules, Advanced Therapy Medicinal products, Biopharmaceuticals, as well
as on designing mechanistic studies and juvenile animal studies.
beatrizlima@netcabo.pt

35

73

Professor
Vinod P. Shah
Pharmaceutical Consultant, North Potomac,
MD, USA
Member of NBCD Working Group, North
Potomac, MD, USA
Prof. Shah is a pharmaceutical consultant and a member
of steering committee of Non-Biological Complex Drugs
hosted at Lygature in The Netherlands. Dr. Shah retired
from US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as a Senior
Research Scientist after 30 years of service in July 2005. At FDA, he developed
several Regulatory Guidances for Pharmaceutical Industry in the area of
dissolution, SUPAC, bioequivalence and biopharmaceutics. He has received
several FDA Awards including Award of Merit, Scientific Achievement Award and
Distinguished Career Service Award.
Dr. Shah was Scientific Secretary (2003 – 2011) and Chair of Regulatory
Sciences Special Interest Group (2011-2016) of International Pharmaceutical
Federation (FIP). He was Biopharmaceutics Consultant at USP (2005-2014). He
is an Honorary Member of Hungarian Society for Experimental and Clinical
Pharmacology. Dr. Shah is author/co -author of over 300 scientific papers and is
a co-editor of four books.
Prof. Shah was the President of American Association of Pharmaceutical
Scientists (AAPS) in 2003. He is a Fellow of AAPS and FIP. Dr. Shah is a recipient
of AAPS Distinguished Service Award, FIP Lifetime Achievement Award in
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Honorary Doctorate from Semmelweis University,
Budapest, Hungary and from University of Medicine and Pharmacy Carol Davila
Bucharest, Romania and AAPS Distinguished Pharmaceutical Scientist Award.
Dr.VPShah@Comcast.net
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Professor
Robert D. Sindelar
Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, University
of British Columbia (UBC), Centre for Health
Care Research Institute and UBC, Vancouver,
BC, Canada
Global Drug Commercialization Centre (GDCC),
Chengdu, China
Dr. Sindelar is a Professor and Dean Emeritus, Faculty of
Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of British Columbia
(UBC) and an Advisor, External Relations to the Centre for Health Evaluation &
Outcomes Sciences, Providence Health Care Research Institute and UBC. Dr.
Sindelar is also an elected fellow of the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences,
and elected fellow of the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP), Chair of
the Global Pharmacy Observatory Advisory Board of FIP, part-time President,
Global Drug Commercialization Centre (GDCC), Chengdu, China and part time VP,
GDCC Worldwide, and Member of the External Advisory Board, Trinity College
Dublin, School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. In addition, Robert
Sindelar was appointed Vice President of Innovation, Research & Academic
Affairs at Providence Health Care, President of the Providence Health Care
Research Institute and Associate Dean Research in the UBC Faculty of Medicine
(2013-2016). In these various roles, Dr. Sindelar has and continues to contri bute
to research, health policy, team -building, international partnerships, as well as
strategic innovations.
Dr. Sindelar completed a MS degree in 1975 and a Ph.D. in Medicinal Chemistry
and Natural Products in 1980 at the University of Iowa School of Pharmacy. His
research expertise is in medicinal chemistry, computer-aided drug discovery, and
pharmaceutical biotechnology. His research on the immune system and related
diseases resulted in approximately $14 million in extramural funding, 60+ journal
articles, six U.S. patents, several international patents, and over 125 invited
presentations. Dr. Sindelar is the recipient of several School and University-wide
teaching honors. Dr. Sindelar has co-edited 5 editions of the highly successful
textbook entitled “Pharmaceutical Biotechnology: Fundamentals and
Applications.”
While serving as Dean at UBC, he was instrumental in the fundraising, design and
building of a new 250,000 sqft building that has won numerous awards for
design, functionality and innovation. He has taught in the professional and
graduate curriculum and serves on scientific advisory and editorial boards. In
addition, he is a founder of the Centre for Drug Research and Development
(CDRD), a national not-for-profit drug development and commercialization centre
that provides expertise and infrastructure to enable researchers to advance
promising early-stage drug candidates.
robert.sindelar@ubc.ca
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Professor
István Tóth
Chair in Biological Chemistry, School of
Chemistry & Molecular Biosciences, University
of Queensland, Brisbane, StLucia, QLD,
Australia
Fellow (External) of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences, Budapest, Hungary
Professor István Tóth Ph.D., D.Sc., FRACI, FQA, is Chair
in Biological Chemistry & Professor of Pharmacy, The
University of Queensland (UQ), Brisbane, Australia; Affiliated Professorial
Research Fellow and Group Leader, Institute of Molecular Biosciences, UQ.
He graduated with a degree in Chemical Engineering from the Technical
University, Budapest, Hungary and was awarded his Ph.D. at the same University
for research in Alkaloid Chemistry. He spent two post-doctoral years at the
Carleton University Ottawa. Returning to Budapest in 1977 he was working at the
Central Research Institute for Chemistry of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
He relocated to the School of Pharmacy University of London in 1987 where he
spent 12 years of his scientific life. In 1994 he was awarded a D.Sc. for his work
on drug delivery. Prof. Tóth moved from London, UK to the University of
Queensland, Australia in 1998, and leads a productive medicinal chemistry
research group (presently 30 members). He is an elected Fellow of the Royal
Australian Chemical Institute, Fellow of the Queensland Academy of Arts and
Sciences and Member (External) of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. In 2009
he was awarded the Adrian Albert award for sustained and outstanding research
in medicinal biochemistry. He has 370 peer-reviewed publications (>500
citations/year since 2012), 45 patents, and a strong record in research
commercialization. He was one of the founders of Alchemia, Implicit Bioscience,
Neurotide and Tetra Q. His research has attracted over $84 million in competitive
grants, research contracts and investment funds in the past 10 years, including
an NHMRC Program grant, which is now in its fourth successive 5-year term.
i.toth@uq.edu.au
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Doctor
Dange Veerapaneni
Managing Director, Sparsha Pharma
International Private Limited, Hyderabad,
Telangana, India
Dange Veerapaneni Ph.D., is an US based Scientist and
Technocrat, who ventured into India to establish Sparsha
Pharma International Private Limited. The Company has
pioneered the launch of Transdermal Drug Delivery
Systems (TDDS) in India by setting up a state of art
manufacturing facility near Hyderabad.
He earned his Ph.D. in Molecular Genetics from Osmania University, Hyderabad
and moved to US for post-doctoral fellow ship. His contribution towards research
was acknowledged by prestigious journal “SCIENCE” where his discovery of Mn2+dependent Ribozyme was published and also several patents were granted for
him.
In 1992 he joined Hisamitsu Pharmaceuticals (Japan based company) United
States. In his tenure of 16 years at Hisamitsu Dange is the one who established
transdermal R&D facilities, cGMP facility for production. He is responsible for
Fentanyl transdermal patch approval from USA and its launch in US market.
With his life time association with transdermal technology he introduced this
innovative technology in India market and is continuing his focus towards
indigenous research and development of various patches.
dange@sparsha.com
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Doctor
Jon S.B. de Vlieger
Lygature - Non Biological Complex Drugs
Working Group, Utrecht, The Netherlands
Jon de Vlieger Ph.D. obtained his doctoral degree in bio
analytical chemistry from the VU University in
Amsterdam. In 2011 he joined Lygature (former Top
Institute Pharma), an independent not-for-profit
organization based in the Netherlands that catalyzes the
development of new medical solutions for patients by
driving public-private collaboration between academia,
industry, and society.
Dr. de Vlieger coordinates several international public private partnerships,
including the Non Biological Complex Drugs Working Group, an international
network of scientific and clinical experts from academia, industry and regulatory
bodies, with expertise in many aspects of the development and evaluation of
NBCDs.
He is a co-editor of the book on NBCDs in the AAPS Advances in the
Pharmaceutical Sciences Series and is co-author on a series of key-papers on the
topic of regulatory challenges for NBCDs.
jon.devlieger@lygature.org
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Professor
Romána Zelkó
University Pharmacy Department of Pharmacy
Administration, Semmelweis University,
Budapest, Hungary
Romána Zelkó Ph.D., D.Sc, a full-time professor has her
expertise in formulation and stability tracking of polymerbased drug delivery systems including various micro- and
nanofibrous systems. Her research work focuses on
different synthetic and natural polymeric delivery
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